


Vol. 6. 1'0.66. Price ls .6d. 

JUNE 1952 
Editor, Miscellaneous Section 

Herbert Leolr.enby-, Telephone Exchange, 

Post Fre~ 

c/o cantr11l Registry-, Northern Command, York.. 

J'RCM TBE EDrrCJt'S OHAIR 

Kind Thought. Roneld Hunter, in fer-off Brezil, 
seeing 1111 cODDents some time ego en unpeid Annuel subs • , 
thoughtf'ully suggests e whip-round end offers e remittance 
to start it. 1'0\ 1 whilst I greatly- eppreciete the ld,ndly-
geature I em going to decline. 'Tia true there ere still 
en odd one or two to come in - y-ea, still - but even if 
these bed boy-a l et me down, th e loss will now be very smsll 
Two y-eera ego when Clif Beerdsell made the aamo suggestion, 
the poan:i.oll. wee ......,. more ser:i.oue. .1. nave noi: rorgoi:1.en 
whet heppened then - y-ou came to the rescue aplondidly end 
wiped the deficit out. If the same oppeel wee mede sgein 
I hav e en ides lr.noW1ng whet good fricmds the C.D. hes, y-ou 
wow.d go end do 1110re then wes nece&S&r,' this time, and so, 
well, I'd rath er not. Thenlr.s ,;,11 th e semo, Ronald. 

Bow, wbilllt on th e subject of th e .Annu.el, just a word 
or two about the next one. I'm pleesed to say- things ere 
progressing. That doughty- London Club membor, Charlie 
Wri6ht, hes been doing a lot of reeeerch concorning those 
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gl emour b oys of centuri es pe st, the highwoym cn, end a girl 
or two, like St!'rligh t Nell, lll so . Tho r es ult - e toppi:n8 
a rti cle . oth or stelw arts ~r e e t work too; y oe, it's t Ak::l.ng 
shllp o, for the y ~ar is getting on. In f eet, y ou'll be 
gett ing th e f cmili er forms next month. 

Mu,,ories of "J ec k North". lq arti cle on John Nix 
Pontelow brought me a steck of l ett ers, particularly from 
those who had pleasant memories of his Wycliff e stories under 
his pen - name "J ec k Nort h" . They includ ed tw o ve ry l ongt b;y 
end extr1.:moly inter esting onee fr om e "new chumu, 
H.G. Burrows, of Ua lth runstow. Mr . Burrows hr d mot J .N .P. 
yu er s rgo , end I'll quot e fr om one of his l ett ers I'S I em 
s ur e it will interest quito e number. 

"In eppe crenc e, ho Wl'B medium to tall, broadly built, 
clea n sheven, with crisp elowl.7 greying hair . SpePJd.ng 
sof tly , he regarded one with mild, grey-brown aye s, ins 
menne r which WPS rather dis l'rming , es in r ey bettl e of 
words I em sur ., J .N.P. co uld more then hold his own. 

"Yes, he was ed it or of th e Boye ' Realm (in 1922 ) end 
he l ent mo e book he hPd writt en publi s hed by J.rrowemi t h , 
cl'lled, I b eli evo, •Engl l'nd versus t.uetrelia 1 , a history 
of Teet Match orick ot between the two co untri es up to t h 
First tlorld 1/!'r. 

" Pcn tolow w!'s born in Huntingdonshire, wher e he went t 
school. Ho r e turnod to th e some school PB a meete r 
He ectuelly et ert ed writing at the t ender age of ei ght, 
ond w,s a succ essful eu thor ve ry eerly ih l if e. H!.s 
cor ee r cs a schoo l mest er did not l as t v ery l ong . I .am 
not sure what ho turned t o next but whatever it wee it 
took hi.cl " good dea l round th e country s id e end for mcey 
ye ere-eoi; rc ely eve r mieeed-e -cricket lilE'toh on th e 
t/orcester Councy ground . .W.l th i s tim e he wee turning 
out stories f or Vl'rious pi,pers, end aft er P whil e h e 
r eti r ed t o v vill<'ge in Sussex and made ru th orahip e f'ul 
time occupation. 

"He woe ind eed lt~on on crick et, end et the time I met 
him h e woe ~ memb er of the .Middlesex, Sussex , end Surrey 
County Cri cket Cl ubs." 

Meober of three gr ~at cri cke t clu bs ~ No \/Ondor h e 
co ul d writ e so intim et ely ~bout th e king of gernee. 

Thrnk.s vecy much! !t;tr ~ Burrows • 
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Thct £50 Ml'gn~t I tty comments ll'st month quickly 

brought r v ~ry fr cnk rnd streightforwnrd reply from tho 
coll t-ctor concerned . Ls I hPd rn idee might be th o cr se, 
vn enterprising yow,g report er with r lov e for big figures 
hod misconstru ed something that woe said. }ly correspondent 
scys ihe £50 figure crme about like this - Roerin8 s rumour 
thrt e J~gnet No. l might be for sale the collector 'p honed 
the lucky owner end offered" fi'Ter for it . Tho mPn with 
No. l r epli ed thrt ho did not know how the rumour got ebout, 
thrt he had no intention of prrting for £5, ond l rughing ly 
E1dded, Nor £50 eit her . On being told th at tho reporter t ool 
it upon hinLself to sey that v No , l was vrlue d et £50 , 

~/ell, it just shows you how ePs ily those misunder st and
ings crn rris0, rnd goes t o prov e thPt ther u r r e two sides 
to th e publicity quostion es somv of our members contend. 

I hPd to Sl:lil~, though, O'Ter one l ett or I got in con
nect i on with this, howevor. It crme from • camber with A 
modest coll oction of Magnets . He had s ~en the rrticle, so 
hed his wife, Pnd she hrd been urging him to get rid of them 
rn d buy e t elevision sett Ro sai d it mado him f eel lik e 
Ted Rey. 

However, t he PrriveJ. of C.D. smoothed things out , so 
ell wes well. 

Yours sincer oly, 
HEIUlERl' LEX:KENBY • 

S.-.r.E Olt ElCCH . .NGE. 30 copi es td • Gem 1907, 5/6 ePch. 
Beys! Friend 3d Libreri os for SE1lo or Eicchru,ge. Sever al 
green Po?lI\Y Popul Prs f or sele. Two vols . Magnet, c~mplet e 
for y eors 1916 r nd 1919. ~/ill give two copies for one of 
'id-red-Mt,gnet.--':/Mte-Penn;r-Popuit>re-,-2 44-to-2 66,fflin t,-
2/6 er ch, date 1917 . 

~/ented, ~ Gema 3- 37, 10/6 erch offered, Richr rd 'Jhorwel , 
29 I..epinden Rord , Roth erhithe, London, S.E.16. 

CFFERS INVITED for Chums, Volume 13; Chums 1936, Capt ain, 
volum e 26; "Jrck HerJaiwr>y 1J!l0ng the Bri gends " (bound vol ume 
J .H<:pburn, c/o ~/elt er , lillson, Ltd., 4 1:/Pt erl ot> Ilo'1d, Bly th, 
Horthumb erl Fnd. 
tl.:.llTED: J.lsgn0ts, 1926- 1937. M.Lewis , 10 Dudley Roed, 
FoilEost onu, Kent. 
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(ll c to.- i.n old friund h~s t Fken ove r this f eetur<, this month, 
end Fright goo d j ob h u h r.a !lll'de of it. - H.L.) 

THE IJEll ,,m ·:,norE FQl{ BOYS 

No . 7 - D. H. Parry 

By lll' rtT Dowler 

If you wish your name t o be included in the reccsnisad 
referenc e books wber o tho greet writors of fiction ere list ed 
it is not suffici ent to lcnow a c ert ain subj oc t fr om L. to Z . 
It is not suffici ent t o bee gr ee t auth ority one eubjC>Ot. 
I t is no t sufficient t u heve masto r ed your ch osen s ubj ect t o 
such Fn ext ant t het you t>r c abl o t o write Pbaut it with quite 
1PCtrau rdinary detail end t r emendous eccur r cy. Thie I soy is 
not sufficient . mwt y ou IIIWlt be abl e t o do is t o \'11':l.te with 
quite axt r M rdinery li torexy power end origint>li t;y, end mur e 
knowlodg6 as knowlodg e counts f or p:t'f'cticelly nothing. 

No more striking exampl o of e wr i ta r poss essing almost 
encyc l cpedic kn OY;lodgo of the subj ec t mi,tto r of his st ori es 
Slid y et dying es ho livod prectic•lly unknown in tho liturery' 
world, is t o be f ound then D. H. Pt>rry. It i s true tht1t s ome 
cf his books r re t o bt1 f vund in t h e public librari es, end youl 
11/llY run Mr oe s one when y ou ere prowling round t he s econd-hDnd 
bookstalls, but consult oro- ref er en ce book you like, search I 
unretdttingly thr o~h ol d pep ure end megezin os, Fnd Fll th e 
informrtion y ou will g l eFn - tllllt is if you ar c l ucky - is 
r bout equol t o wht't we know obou t Sh r ltoep er.re . 

l!cw, why did r men with such exccp ti onrl lcnowledg c of th e 
subject metter of his st ories end articl es, liv e end die prrc
tic elly unlcnov,n t e th o ordinrry mr.n in th u st r &et? Thor a is 
no dcubt t het ho wee an excep ti ona lly we ll-cduc flt ed men, an 
aclcno'1l~od - aut lior 1 ty on tho erm:ics of Europ e , and a:t eoped 
in i:dli tery hist ory- end mili tery grandeur, end one of t he 
gr eFt eet ~utho ri t i es on Nepol eon end his crmpeigns. lsct ore 
~nd artist s would consult him f or perticulflre r el a ting t o 
unif onoe end accou tre ments , end on" h~e only t o r ee d hie 
st ori es end articl e s t o r ea lis e that h er e is • men th flt knows 
whr t he is t rl lc:lng ab out. ./il l his writing wes done in " 
studio, t ho walls of which wer oncov . r ad with milit ary trophi es . 

\ihy th""1 did euch a men f e il t c g et in t o th o li t erery J 

:l>ef cr onco books, ond why thr oughout his whol e writing care er 
did h~ r u:nein on ordinflry but very pop ul r-r b oys ' st ory writer, 
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grinding out st ory cfter st o:cy E't tho low rrtes peid for 
such work? 

His output wee eimply eteggering end E'lmost def i es com
prehensi cn - in sev "n y uers he wrote more than two mWi on 
words about Robin Hood end his merry men. For ov er 50 
y ellrB he turned out st o:cy efte r st o:cy, and erticl o Pfte r 
articl e , in E'll kinds of papers end magazines. 

Th e,ro er a three r ee s ons tMt I cen think o f, ecy one or 
e ll of which, will explain~ D. H. Perry f ail ed t o hit th e 
t op of tho bill, or for th et matt er tho bott om of th e bill, 
os f pr os lit erary r ecogniti on by th e g cno r e l public is 
c onc ern ed . 

l. Hv mey hev e b een end pro bably wrs e men of Rn ex
ceed ingly ret ic ent nPtur e, E'nd of r etiring disp ositi on who 
shunned publicity 1n ev ery form . 

2. Et>rly in his c Pr eer he st Prt ed writing for boys, end 
excep t on r P.r e occrsions h o k opt in this rut prcctioal ly Hl 
his working lit erary lif e , and nevo r made 1'ey of f ort t o ge t 
out of it. 

3. \Toil " he hrd tin omasing <'nd Plmost encyc lopedic know 
l odge of th e subj ect mat t er of hie st ories l!lld llrticl ae, es 
e writer pur e}J vnd simp ly, h o ""B no bett er end no worse 
t hen scores of other writ ers who contributed t o th e populP.r 
pr es s . 

I must odmt thet I f in d it difficult t o p en this third 
r oes on, bu t in matt er s liter r ry it is v ery difficult t o 
resos s th e vr lu u of " st ory or a rticl e . .'.s I writ " I em 
l ucking e t e st ury by Perry , e l } prge s t ory, in Vol.I of 
chums abo ut th o Fr r nc o-G0rmPn ':/Elr . 'Jha t is th e di ff er onco 
between s ey this st ory l'nd on e of the sh ort st ori es on tho 
sOllle subj ec t ey th e grel't Fr enc h write r Gey de l!rupessPn t? 

~.,.1,o-mt' k e no pr etensiom rto-s cut-..-tttor n:r-atn~rmiic!1it1 -
oen s ee th er e is oll th e diff er enc e in the worl d . l:IE>up essP nt 
would ha ve cond ensed Perry ' s st cry int o l oss then helf th e 
sp co e; th e ohr r ,.oters would livo not s c, much by whPt they 
s cid PS by whet th"7 hsd l uft uns eid; th er e would be th Bt 
mrrv o ll ous end elmost uncmm~ gif t of dos oribing in r few 
words wlwt l esse r writers w;;,ul d t Fke pages t o do; " nd lest].J 
th ere woul d bo t het m..rv allous l <'st sontanco of J:ll>Up,.Bs,.nt' s 
- t1 fitting conc l usion fr om th o bend of th o lllBBter. 
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1.nd y et - I hQsi tet e again. Ther e is s omething in 

th e wcrk of parry, et least in these sho rt stories of his, 
that fills me with admiration, I Wuuld dearly like t o k:no1 
what Somerset lklugham would se;r about the respective merits 
of the short stories of D. H. Perry in this Vol.l of Chums 
end the short stories of Maupeaeent. 

David Harry parry came from s long line of artists of 
the )&enchester school . Both his father end uncle were 
artists, and D. H. Fe.rry himself had studied in wndon 
under Calderon end Julien, end later in Perie. Drewing en 
painting seemed t o hrve e greet fascination for him ell his 
life, end he hims e lf illustrated mel\Y of the articles he 
wrote. 

In his eerly li t.srery career in th e lat e 80' s he wrot e 
for Cessell 1 s Saturday J ournal, th en for the New York 
Herald, and thon for Answers. Between 1891 end 1895 he di 
e greet deal of work for Chums, especially sh ort st ori es en 
articl es of a military nature . 

Under the p en-name of Mort on Pik e he did• tr emendous 
emcunt .,f work f or the 1,,melgamated Press. No one \fi th the 
sli ghtest knowledge of litorsture, r eading ''Th e Red Rapiers~, 
''The Bleck Dragoons", "Gilbert NNneless" end IDlln;f ot her 
hist orical st or ies in the Boys• Fri end end similar papers 
could fail to r ~s lis o the touch of th e historian end the 
mili tery exp ert, These t el es throbbed with lif e end 
v erisimilitu de. 

Sometimes h~ wrote st orL ,s under th e name of Ceptein 
,111 ton Blalte . Under this pen-name he wrot e th e f oll owing 
serial st ories: "In the Ranks" end "S on of the Sword" in 
the B, ys • Fri end, "No QUl'rl er" in th e Boys' Hercld, end 
"Thistl e and Rose" in the F emily J ournal, end th er e may 
havo been othe rs un der this pen-nam e of which I heve no 
rec ord. 

He wrot e b oth articles end st ories f or ell kinds of 
other popors end megozines I have not previously mentioned 
such es Young Folks, Chetterbox, Case ell's Mt>gazine, th e 
C~pt ain, end Cheor Boys Cheer, and it is quite pos sible he 
lllllY heve writt en under othe r pen-names or eno eymously. 

Sometimes ho wrote stories which es far as I kn ow onl 
appeared in bound-book for,:,, e.nd maey of which cen still 
be f , und in th e juv enil e depertcent of our public libreri e 
l,1:10118 th ose LlCY bo ocn tioned " Kit of th e Carobin oors", 
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11Th1.. Sunk~n lii lli on", "St1bro end Spur s " end "Ru.ss£1rs of t ho 

~lolf''. 
:.COngst hie mor o s eri ous work D£rY b e cicnti onod "Brit e~• s 

Roll of Glory" cunt oining th e r ec ords of co r e th nn 500 

hol ders of th o Vict cri e Cr oss, r nd his gre et pict ori 11l work 

"Tho His t ory ond Costum es of th o Regimants cf th o British 

~." Ho wrot e sc or es of • rticl cs on Pll ki nd s of militAry 

metters , end c epec i s lly on tho peri od of th o N"J>ol coni c 'Jer e. 

Miley of t hese articl es ho illustrat ed hil:ls olf. ) 

For over 50 y ears thi s truly l c• rn cd nwn poure d out 

s ever r l oill i on words : se ri ol s t ori es , s hort s t or i es, end 

s u f orth. Hu ge vo countl es s hours of hPppin oss t o th ous ands 

en d t h~U3Pnds of boy s Pnd t,dult s , b ut to precti c • ll y ttll of I 
t hem he wee ci~rely s n. c e : h e WP S Mort on Pike, or D. H.Parry, 

or CPpt r in Uilt on Bl • ke , r nd no thing mor e . If edded t o th e 

qui t e rcllll'rka bl c knowl edg c of hi s eubj cct mntt cr ho h ed p ei d 

moro t,tt cn ti on t o lit ettry crsftstl8ll8hi p , end cons i denib ly 

curt oil oo. hi s uutpu t , h u woul d undoubt edl y hl'Vo gain ed e 

hi gh er pl r c e in th o lit erary f irmEment . 

He "" 8 n o ConBn Deyl v or St enl cy Ucymt>.n: hv coul d no t 

hovo writt en "Micah Cl ark e" or "L. Gontlc l!ll'n of Fr • nc e" . But 

within hie narr ow limits D. H. Pe rry' s car e er c.a ,. writ er 

hes been e truly grc r t ono . w.t h oueh jus t P nPme t o the 

m,,j vri ty of his r eaders, t hous cnde of boys Pnd n l ar go 

number of edul t r ead ers enj cy O<! t he spL ,ndi d ro manc es t hPt 

fl owed fr om hi s viril e p en. 
He li ved ,. l ong lif e end I f ee l s ur e a hap py l i f o . He 

dope rt ed qui etly f rom t hi s ePrth in J pnua.ry, 1950, lit t he 

ege vf 82 et his Ovcrst rsnd home in Norf olk, end he n ow 

li es qui te c l oso t o th e 8TflY North Sor whi ch he love d s o wer 

'11.NTED: l.legnet s , Gems. Ui ll exchang e Empir e ..imue l fo r 

Boys (1912) f or m:,y Gr eyf r i ers Holi day :.nnuo l. 

I en Sh eer er, 45 Crf'i gi cvar Cr esc ent , .:.berd oen. 

'Jl.Nl'ED: Old copi es of l!Pgnot, Gom, Pomzy- Popul ar , et c . 

Good pri c es p r i d . J . F . Bellfi el d , 24 Gre ing or I.m o , 

Cred l e:, Heot h , St eff a . 
~l:J i'i'ED: : Jiy copi ~s Sext on Bltlk o Library writt en by J ohn G. 

Br r n don . Pl cr s o wri t o M. J r ccb s , m ColllI:lor ci al RoPd , 

wn .'on, E . l. ('lrcng s t r ee t number i;iv vn 1- s t ::o.nt h . ) 
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.Ill Gorcld 1.llison 

Let othen keep their torei&z, stamps, th eir coina end 
<l"6tchb0ll: Ude, 

:But I ' 11 collec t tb8 door old b oob we reed when we -re 
kids. 

Thoee were the deye, end no mbtsb, wbO'D monq hlld its 
worth , 

1/hen )'OU could bu;r eix de19 e ,reek, the grendeet bcoka on 
ea rth. 

The ld.srvel; Pluck; th e ol d Boys• Friend; the Jlegnet end 
the Gem 

Tihet pPpers can tb a lads bu,y n°" )'OU ce n compar e to them? 

Jond than t her e W88 the Nels on Loe ; th e g ood ol d Union J eck. 

Eith er of th os o coul d kn ock the tlippin' Et-gle on its beck! 

L.nd think of el l th e cunics too: the RP.inbow, Chips, and 
Spark:&. 

u,d Comic Lif e , and Buttert]J', nnd Lot- o-Fun, Pnd Lerka. 

I wish I had e pil e here now, six teat high from th e gr<,UDd 

I'm BUr<> I shoul d b e "P opul •.r", if I could ben d th ... round. 

~ now r. wor d of thanks t o t hos e who in the de)'s of y ore, 

!Jtld go t th e commone..nse t o store their papen 1n e dreY ar . 

It's due t o them that ee oh of ue can hevo such hours ot jO)' 

In living over t hos e grand tila es ho bad when just e b o)' . 

Besides th e books t hemselve s ot course we e le o have th e Clu 

I'm s ure w& get a lot more fun , then th'cheps who visit pub 

Oll'r meetlll89 are such gr eet e ff e ire, where friendshi p re 
suprem e , 

Lnd whet e lot of noise ther e ie when we ell l et oft etesml 

Pr eiee t oo t or Herbert Leckenby, end f or hie grend"C .D." 

t, ithout thet, hBJ.t the h obby •• joy woul d quite be «opgr r-• • 

I'm sure we ell would lik e to gi-Ye our thf'nka t o th'led fr 
York, 

'iiho <,ntertai.ne ue with hi e mag, end e la o with his t elk. 



I,t>st, but n ot l eest, I wish t o th enk th e sllll'll but c hos en 
few, 

flho first th ought of th' O.B.B.C. I'm sur e t hey littl e kn"" 
Just how g ood their i dea wt'ls. ~/ell, now wu.1v o brPnoh es 

fiv e 
In Engl end. Succ ess t o us ell t Long rns:y we li ve en d thrive t 

(Not <,.- Yes, it's still s~ e tim e for po et s , but I I 
don't think mi.yon e will sey ru de things sb out Gorry•e effort. 
Blushingly, '113 blu e P" ncil di d hover ov er the sixth verse, 
but. b .o,ing .;,nly human, I l et it go . - H. L. ) 

1!! ldIDUND VISIT 

r,y Leone r<i Peckmen 

H;Jving been invit ed by th e lii dl end Br anch of th e o. n .B.C. 
8 8 e gu est et t he ir "first y ea r's birth day perty", I erriv1 
et mid-d t'y at BirminghBlll stati on t o be met by th e ChPirmen• 
wife, h!Bdge Corb ett. I hs a already be en bri ef ed s s t o her 
epp ~srence, but as s oon tis I obserY ed e "Gem" prominently 
displ aye d under s l t' dy's arm , nothing els e was real.ly 
ne cess ary I 

i,ty host es ~ pil ot ed me thr ough v ery pl easant surroundi 
t o a r est eur vnt. Her e I f oun d l'WBiting me Mr,C .H. ChDp mt'n, 
whom I ht'd pr eviously hDd the pl ea sure of meeting in London , 
pe t er Mell or, th e Rev d . ~. G. ·p ound, end , a gr ct't t'nd 
de li gh tful surpri se this, Mr. C. Meuric e Down, er!i t cr of 
th e Gem end Magnet f or meey y ears. ?loedle ss t o say, we 
were s oon e ll engaged in enimet eJ conv ers ati on epp ert t'i ning 

- -W-th e.Jloh'- . 
J,ft er lWlCh,J eck end hi s wife, Mr , Chapm2.n, Mr. Down 

end r113se lf' went by ct'r t o Bunt er Court (49 Glyn Ferm Road , 
Quint on), this being J M k 1 s address. No s ooner had we s et 
d0wn than the Press arriv ed (Birmingh8ln Post) , lli<ving 
bombt'rd ed us with questions end taking a phot o t hey dep erte , 
- an d in ceme th e B.B.C! 

~ recorc.ing wc s t hen t ~ken of e short discussion on 
Billy Bunter, Hl'rry ~/h,.rton, Gussy end Hurr ee Sing h, upon 
cocpl e ti on of whic h th J reo or c.ing wPs pl r ye ~ over f or us 10 
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hea r our own v oi ces, but I 1S1St confess I did not recognise 
uq owu! 

Having disposed of the B.B.C . , we settled down to e r]e 
good talk vn authors, artists and papers; in feet '1V<tty
thing that makes our bobby the delightful subject that it i • 

Then foll01•ed en excellent high toe which would have 
made Billy Bunter's f1Y88 gleam behind bis spectacloe t o 
behold, and more then even he could have put any! 

.l.!ter tea I t ook the opportunity t o bag some autogrep , 
end then we all mede our way t o the venue of the Party ·i Y 
will read ele-here c f this grand function, but I derived 
much eatiefacti on in meeting quite a fffff chume with whom I 
bed been corresp onding f or some time. Two of them in 
particular have been "Good Samaritans" to 11\Y wife in help 
t o complete h er "Union Jeck" collection , s o I t hue bad a 
doub le reas on f or being very happy t o meet t hem in the flesh. 

Following speeches by our two celebrities, I said 11\Y 
little piece. I t hanked t hem f or t heir nic e rece ptio n of 
the repreeente tiv e of t he London Club, and ae it had been 
ann ounced thet I wee the Founder of the Club I made it very 
clee r that r11if old friend Robert Blythe, of Nelson Lee f ame, 
had Fcunded the O.E .B. C. j ointly with me, and th at he was 
equelly entitled t o aey thsnka end credit that may be con
sidered due . I made spec i al r efe rence t o him be ca us e I 
cons i der his name and th e pert he has playe d in what baa 
grown t o be en increesingly · ler ge circl e, bee been t oo much 
in th& backgro und • 

.l.lae, all good things come t o en end, and et 10.30 p .m 
Jack and hie wife esc orted l4r. Down end r11ifBBlf t o the h otel 
wh&rein r ooms bed already been boo ked f or us by them f or 
th & ni g ht. 

The fo ll c~ morning, Mr. Down and JI\YSelf bed a- walk 
all r uund the town. I to ok the opp ortunity t o eek m:t kind 
friend a number of qu es tions pertaining t o the b obby in th e 
hope uf ac quiring s ome inf ormation . I f ound ~ most 
willing end obliging, .end thsnks t o bis ldndnese I l ea rnt a 
l ot I desired t o know. 

Those of you 'lltlo beve , r asd Fr ank Richards• J.ut obi ogre pby 
know t he t Mr . C .iii . Jlc,,n "WSS th e gen tl emen on whom the l 
Hen. A.A . D'l.rcy wee modelled , and I hope Mr. Down will t ek

1 
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it l'S e compliment when I say thet ho 1"'8 undoubtodl;y the 
ideal mudeH Th ~ugh he did n ot aey '":leelly, deeh boy''. 

Hmring been accumpenied by the !Ian • .Arthur ~tus t o 
the station, I moat regrett'ully aeid goodby o and dul;r caught 
1llT train t o Lond on, armed w1 th copiJB of the Bixminghsm Poet 
end Gas ett e ee aou,renire of e moat happ7 visit t o the 
Midlands. 

fhank pu, Jeck end Mn!. Corbett, llr. Chapmen, Mr.Down 
end all Midl and friends. Mt,y London have the opp ortunit:,' 
of reciprocell:,' welcoming you s omet1"'e in the future. 

FOlt S.nLE, Co ll ecto::-e • Di ge st, Nov ... ber 1946 t o curr ent 
~ Complete in mint condition. 1/ - eac h. 1.J.so 
eas orted l ot of Gems and Populars, 1/- eeoh . s...:...E. f er 
list. 
tl~n ted: lfl!gnote 1549-1555. Good conditi on essenti e l -
~es conaid c.red. J. A. Bol and, Coll ege Hist criclll 
Sociev, Trinity Colleg e , Dublin Univ ersity, Eire. 

~ Nels on Lee, 1 t o 25 dat e 19331 Gr ee n Penn;y Popul erE , 
sale or exchange; Ph ot o Bite, Sketch:,' Bite, Photo Fune, 
date ab out 1906, 1/6 each. 

,/ented, 'l(i. Gems 3 and 37, 10/ 6 eoc h offcrod. No .2 ld. 
Gem, St .Jim's Plucks, 10/6 eeoh ~ffored. Uont oo: Gems, 
»egn ots, Union J e clce. ~/bet off ere f or id . Empire Li br ery 
of Gord on Griy, new condition. 
Richard Whorwell, 29 1,spinden Hoed, Hot he rhith o, Lond on, 
S.E.16 . 

THE P.:.SSING OF RID HUDSON 
(I rec eived meey l e tt ers as e r esuit of rif/1 t"?'ibuto ~-1eet 
month. The ""tract be l ow is typic a l of th e others. - 11.L. ) 

Dea r Herbert, 
4 Doe Streot,Liv erp oo l 6 

I wee int erested in y our arti c l e on poor Reg ; th e last 
tim e we wer et oge ther it wee just es y ou menti on ed; the mee t 
ing in City Sque r e , e snack e t L,,wie'e, ond th e s tr oll t o 
l{yde P~rk Reed . It' s herd t o r oolis e it ccn nuv er happ en 
ega 1n1 rif/1 l e st r ecoll ecti on of him was whon ho c~mo wi.th me 
t o t h e trem- s t op on the Sund e{, rnd s~ ·· h o vtoul d b e g l Pd t o 
h r·v e mo t6E'in t..ny-time. I won• :1~~~r~~~trii7ffK C . .sE. _J 



Ccnducted by HeJ"b<art Leckenby 

Thet eteunch 1'11gnetite, Jon.ah Barrington of the "SundB7 
Chr onicl e", had more t o se7 about th e t elevision series the 
oth er Sund97. Under the hesd.1.ng "He• e No t 'Queita Nei.ce"' 
he l et • B.B.C . ver,. :l.mportsnt pdrllon have i.t thus. 

"TV' s Billy Bunter is ill danger ; despite the enormous 
p opulerit), of the initial Bunter seri ee, one or two B.B.C 
hi gh-ups have decreed h e's n ot 'quit e neic e •. 

\/ hen I ask ed a var:, 11em.o r official how s oon Bunter and 
his Greyfriers chums would b e beck he replied: 'lq deer 
c hap, th e mstter•11 not even under consi.d er s ti on.• 

Str enge, bece us e when I t ook e ball e t on March 30th 
the r esponse ill favour of e revival wes (es Remset Si.ng h 
would sey ) • terr e efic • • 

Sc , if viewers, young or old, ever went t o se e Bunt er 
end hi s chums egai.n, it's no goo d writ ing t o me or t o 
:Mies J o7 Herington, wile is, aft er ell, cnJ.y th e show's 
produo er . 11 

Good fo r Jonah Barringt on . Ha des erves e be tter 
Chri11ti.en name . 

~-o -o -
!.nd bor e • s e l augh . On .:.pr il 28th Bill ltlertill b ed " 

lett er in the "Deily 111:i.rror• s " "Live Lett ers" column. In it 
he se t e riddl e: "3/ - gr oss a c entury- eg o , same pric a t udey" 
For th e first correct enswet- fr vm s omeone under sixt ee n he 
off& r ed a copy of the "Aut obi ogrepey vf Fr ank Riche rds" es 
o priz &. The f ol l uwu,g morning he r ece iv ed this l ett er • 

..'.,.prll 28/52. 
Dee r Mr . Ml!rtin , 

Whuopsll N&srl7 100 t el egra ms, end mor e than 50 
t eleph one c~ll s ~ ~-

The first corr ec t enswer - farthings - came on the 
t ele ph one t o tb'e offic e et 7 o ' cl ock from l{iaa Heat her 
Glend on, 49 Coni11t on Road, Tott enhec , end she is the 
winner fur your oop7 of Fr enk Richerds ' eut ob i o&1"9phy • 

Since r ely, Edwin Redf ord, 
Editor , Liv e Letters . 
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Bill al s o t old me his own l utter - b. x W88 chcked that 
morning . Looks es if quit e a l et of people want ed t he 

Aut obi ogrephT . 
The od i t ors commented on th o bJ.e rw,b a day er two 

lat er and aaid t hq had given some JiaGne ta t o a b07 who 
deliv ered e l ett er in th e early morning. Verr nice of theia. 

- . , 
AJJ will be a een from rep orts ,·n othor pago e, the Midland 

club bed a greet tim o on tho occasi on of their birthday party 
on 1.pril 26th . 'i/'3 DR18t hand it t o them f or th oir ente rpris e 
in bl'ving Maurice Da,,n as gu~at , t ogeth er with C.H. Chepmsn 
t c say nothing of our own pore onali ty - Len Packmsn. 

Tho ovent go t quite e l ot of epece in th o l ocal pap ers 

incl\ldinff s ome fin e phot ogrepha . 
i.cc ... rdi.ng t o the "Birmingham Ga ze tt e" !Jr. Down sai d in 

reply t o ques ti ons et t h <> party: 
"Boye ' papers neve r carri ed maey edvcrti eementa end it 

was that which decided th~t Bunte r s hould go when news
print became '/ eey abort. 

"St ..,ri ee? Ue li wd precticelly from w.;ck t o week -
we bed t o - end only about two epi sodes were in hand 
when th e blow fell. (J.ctu"1 ly four acc ording t o our 

r ecords. - H.L. ) 
"Bunt er wes oert ei nly not s elling at its boot when we 

st opped publiceti on, but ho wee still s elling." 
te ter Mr . Down t " lcl. th o Birminsbem Gezott o: 

"I thi.Dk Bunter end the "JJngnet " will nover coma bec k . 
Th~y' 'I C bed th uir dey. Youngs ter s nowad"iYs ec-em t , 
want j ot propulsi on , not those reth er qui et, heb it
f ormi.ng sch ool st ori es. 
- :tt- ia perbapa a pity , but ert=-all, the fit led _.bad 

a good run." 

Well, sadly, t he t s eems t o gi v& th e enaw~r t o th e 

numercue dev ut e&s who write t o me aeld.n/., mo wey the .:..P. 
don • t repu blish th e old st ories . Ther o ' s no sentim ent in 
bueineae end on e hes o~ t c, l ook et th e women' s papers t o 

see thet e p aper f or bQJ'e could not possi b ly compete wher e 

U
d'le rt iaing r evenu e is conc orn od . ~la ruivo t o r emembe r t oo 

the t preotio el l.y ell th o links w1 th the l'.Elgnet et Fl ~etwey 
t1· ... us 1: b.evo be en br ~kt:n, f 1..r tv.'t: lV b :,-.;cr 'J ~ :-v i) pe ss ed si nc e 
ho f et el dPy.~~~~~~~-~-~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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.t.nd now t <> chee r us up is another <-f Roger Jenld.na • 

th1,uchtful and p opular re'Views of th e da7s when th e 118gnot 

WU in i ta huydq. 

THE FimSr PERIOD CF THE MAGJIEl' 

llY Rog6r l.i. J en1cin8 

It is el,...ya dirf'icult t o be impartial in deciding 

exactl:,' which is th e be st peri od in the hiet or:r of e p11per, 

e sp ecially if it hsppBM t o be a pap er which one reed in 

one ' s 7 outh. It is &l11'87a difficult, that ia to aay, t o 

avo id mi%1llg sentiment with good judgment. The answer 

wr.ich most peoPl e would i:.'1ve t o the questi on "What is the 

fine st peri od c.f the Uagnet?" would , I think, depend m&i.nly 

on the age and taste of th e me who arunrared. F0r my own 
part, I must confe ss that it is the p eriod 1934/1935 thllt I 

enjoyed r eedi.tlg most as s bo:,, which was rc,ug hly th e tim e I 

first began t o tak e the ll8gnet. Neverth eless, th e fact 

that I wua then at en i.mpreeai onabl e ag e end highly de ll8hted 

wi th th e et ories of the time doe• not in itself make it theJ 

be at period c,f the Jfagne t . I think th e on]Jr wq t o at temp 

t o answer this qu estion eatiafeot orily is t o review the whol e 

ca reer of the llllgnet •• would be done by eo11100ne who had 

nE>Ter re ed a Greyfriars et ory unt il the Magnet had cl o s ed 

down. What m,uld h e DM1ke of ell th eee thirty-tw o y eare of 

Harry ~1hart on & Co •s adve ntur ea? 
Let me say right flWBY that I doubt whether th e e arly 

red-e ove r ed ers woul d even win a heat in this fierce c ompeti

t i ~n . Thtse early st ori es I sdmit are fro,sh end chex,ning; I 
t hey shew (;Test imagi nati on and promise of bette r things to 

come. The spindly - l egged juniors in th e acc ompeeyi.ng 

illustrati ons id ea lly matched the " iri t of the st ori es • 

l>Ui .U' tlw l[ar.ne t had cr,'l'P t <J an. en)_ in 1 h f Ad,,c.overed deya, 

I 4 . ubt 11heihsr r:mrri collel!to rs in th e f ear 1952 would b e I 
much concerned ab out the esrly numbers of a pap er that 

st arted its care er f orty-f our y ears ssu . N->, I think it 

can juatlj- be claimed th6t , f'rolll sn impertiel p oin t of view, 

th es e ee rl:,' st ori es ar e cnly of hie to rioal intereat . J 
The next period one m1€ht, f ,;,r th e 11eke of comrenienc e 

t eke es being th e age of . blu e ink on whit e covers 'llhi.ch began 

in 1915 end ..med in 1922. Thill -11 an 1.mportent peri od 1.n 

th o histcry of th e i«eenet. It cov ered th e oruciel p eriod 
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of th e paper •bort•B'I in 1917, end the time when aco rea of ] 

bop' p epere cl osed do- ebout 1920. 'l'he peri od ele o marked 

e aienificent chell811 in the 1lri ting of the )(agnet . ~lhil o 

t h e vaat maj oritT of the at oriee war,, single unite, never 
theleaa the readers were becoming accuatomod to hll'Ving e 

smell aeriee DOW and 11g11in, l.ib the 'be.rring-out "69inst 
Jefferies or the episode about Tom RedwiJlg who first came 
to ore,ytriua under the name or ClBTering. Ther e ie als o , 

in the st7l e of writing, al.moat • modern note. 1908 --, 
ee 11111 yoara aeo, but when readiJlg tbs et oriee of 1918 most 
of the a t oriee s o81D 11111Ch more r ecent in styl e . At, With 

the writine, s o with the characters. Bil l.¥ Bunt er, 
esp ecielJ.¥, acquired that t ... uch of artf'ul.noes combined with 

atupiditT thet mark him out 88 the Bunter we all know so 
well. It was in 1!11gnet No . 715 that he pret en:iod t o be 

blind in order t o oscspe lesa one, and triedt c t ouch 

11r .Quelch' e stol\}' b.::art by eayi.Dg pathetically "I shall 

never h ear the birds eingi.ng in the trees again . " There ia 
no doubt thet the .Negnet ,rss up end comi.ng in tboee deya, 

but th er e 11'8re still better thinge t o cane. 
The third period I propose t o talce 88 being the ona 

:f'r<lm the beginning ~r the nml ti-ooloared cOTere t o the end 

cf the •twontiea. This ns a mixed peri od ind eed . The 
early pert wes msinly st ori es written by substitut e writers, 

y et the dulln ess of the s e imi t st i one only sorvea t o enhance 

c or e brilliantly the m..rit of the genuine 118milton st ories 

of the peri od. J.nd what grand series ther o were - the 

first Hlirr,f !lhs rt on v. J.lr . Quolch eeries , Bunter Court , th e 
Sahara Desert trip, the de c ~sts serius, the crui se t c the 

S;iuth seas - wbil o t""11rd& th e end , whet shall be pick out -

the Trell of the Trike r:,r the trip to &)lly1rood 11ben Billy 
Bunter blackms iled hi a wsy on t o the filma? There ia no 

doubt that this na the time when the series really came 

int o ita u,111, end , however much we may enj oy a single sto17 

bare and there, wa m1111t ad.cd.t that a we ll-bel.anced aeriee 

of seven or eight numbers still make the moat anjO)'llble f 
of Grqfriara st ories fr.,m th e point , .f view of s c<>lleotr:,r . 

Durin;; tbO late • twen ti es th e juniors were still wearing 

Et on collera, but this ffl'II really tho only connexion wit h 

19oe. The at7l e ,.,f writi.n{r b8d reached ita p o:,k in th,; us 
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of witticisms, Claaeical ellwsions, an d e~es . ~lhile I 
dvubt whether this wee the tinest period in th e hiato27 of 
the lll!gnet, I tbimc there ie DJCh t :; be said tor judgiilg it 
to be the runner-op. 

The ewe.rd t or the tineet period mw,t, I think go to th 
period 19~19.55 . Evar:,thi.Qg seemed to oonepire to t'urther 
the eucceae ot the lll!lgnat at thh tim e. The eubetitute 
writers were retired t or good.1 Charles Hlllllilton dw oted 
his whole tim e t o writing Gre;rfriere st ories, t o the uolu
sion of St.Jim'• end nooltwood. And it wes about this time 
that the euthor•e a,resi g ht began to fail, thus putting e 
stop t o his co ntinental trips end enabling him t o think 
s ol ely ot Gr~ria,:e. At this time ole o , th e lllllke-up ot 
tho !ltlgne t wea at ite peek. The froll8 cover acquired a nw
jeuntinsas with the pas sing of the •twenties, while ineid e , 
!,Ir. Chspmsn•s illus tra ti ons reeched a h e ight he nev er him
self excelled, esp ecislly during tho early I thirti es. The 
abandonment ot Eton j eckets f or blazers struck~ modern n ot 
which mede ev erythi.Qg sbout the )(egnet s eem retr esbing end 
new. But ab ove sll, the st ories th- elves - whet e grand 
treat the resdere hadl 1/heth er it wes the toreign s eriea, 
like th e Chine aeries, or the tripe t o Egrpt end Mrioe, or 
the tobulour holi~ in llome with Bunter the Billionaire -
or whether it W88 an Engl ish aeries , lik e that about Len
csster, or th e Greyfr iar s b arring-out aga inst lfr.Brsnder, o 
lllirr.Y miarton in t rouble ea th e Swot of the Remove end 
la t er in disfavour with his t oJ:'lll-<II08ter egs in, or the Smedley 
Serios, the Rl.king Holiday, the Greyfriers Secret Soc i ety 
with Jlr. Pr out es headmaster, the Po rtercliff e Hell Holiday 
or the beet of th&n all, th e Steca,r se ri es - it wee Cbsrles 
Hsndlton st hi s be st . This typ e of aeries writing became 
so pronau:oced at this time that in 19.54 there wee only one 
et oq which did not f orm part of e series. I think moat 
oollootore will agre e, however much thq cherish e eenti
mentsl atfection for some other time, th et there wee no t 
t o ta:c el -the period in th e .llegnet trom 1930/1935. 

I.a for th o lsst tive y ee rs• existenc e of th e Jlegnet, 
well aeything would seem to be an anti-climax stter th o 
St s c<.<7 aeries, end Charles llomil t on wes not destined t o climb 
quite es high as that sge in in th e remeinder ot th e ltlegnet • 
coreor, th o~h the very l eat et ory of ell s howed e glimpse 
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of thb uld fire. :.Jut various circumatsnces now combined 
Pge inst perfecti on. Billy Bunter scquirvd s p ositi on in 
the stories llbich some think <>Yer-prominent at th e time the 
Jlegnet oeme to b e celled "Billy Bunt er• a Olm Paper". Th e 
Greyi'riers st or,y ran from cov er t o co,rar, a tribute t o the 
author, but nevertheless it made the stories just a bit too 
long. The coloured c overs gave wey t o ones of bleck print 
on salmon-coloured paper. In eerly 19~9 the .chapter numbers 
were omitted, th e drPWings s eemed t o leek th e finish they 
hed hed seTen y ears ea rli er, the print ge t big~, and, when 
th e wer started, th e peg es were r ~aduced, whi ch m,.de the 
series - like th e one ebcut b!r • .Lemb - s eem too long. But 
not ever,ything declined. On th e whole, t he st ori es kopt 
up e goo d ev~ ge . Tracy -a en interesting diversi on, 
while Crocker wee emuaing. Ind eed , ther e wero two series 
et this tim e 'llhich were first-rat e, one of t ho se being the 
certer seri es which is th e witti est one Charles Remil t on ever 
wrote, and the other being the '.7~ter Lily eerioa about that 
gl orious trip down the Themes in the last of all the prs-
w'er summers. But goo d e a th ese undoubt ed ly wer e , I think 
thet, on the 11bolo, n othing could b est the peri od 19}0/19}5, 
end I think there will bee gre et dea l of support for 
labelling this .era ea the fin est p eriod in t he lfegnet. 

TllE U.:.:S'I i:Oil ~l :ilCCKS 

The two ..p ril i ss u es vf the nmr Tom l.!orr,y books ere 

I 
well up t o the hi 1:;h s ~?nderd s et bv t>rl s exe ollent aerias. 
rt, rtin Cliff ord, i3 th~se na ri ~cl e~, ~o- int. ~duc~& tw:, of 
th e l ess popttl er chPT8c t ers on the St.Jim's stege. It is 
e littl e diffi cul t~ ~ s ee wh;y Trim bl e , ; ·never en ettrscti-ve 
character,- sh ould be br ought b eck on tc th e scene after 
being absent f or s o l ong. Nevei ·t he l css, "Tr cub le f or 
Trimble" is woll worth ree ding . The t h eme is n ot particu
l arly originsl, but the ;rem hes one or two new twist11, ill 
wittily end breezily written, end ia P gone rslly s11tisf ec
t " rT dish. 

Th e welc ome t o Sk1mp0l e ~ft er e lone absence ie porhep 
e little warmer t hen thet t o Trimbl e. Ho is an i.mproYed 
Skimp ol e in "Sldmp ol e 111 Snl'pllh ot" • The irri tet.1 n:r S1'eame 
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of Dat &rminism are absent, and we s ee Skiamu as a keen but 
crsnll;y scientist. Lctusl.Jy Jlannera 1a the "featured 
pleyer" in the stor.,, end tho11gh th11 pl ot has been usild 
bef ore with this • ..., chareoter, it 1a e happy little ;rem, 
which swings along brishtlY from etert t o finish. 

I wonder WbT Jfllrtin Clifford he• retained the un
impressive new bo7, JiaQ' Ridd, on the st •• H• '• stege wbi 
1a a lready rather overcrowded. 

Though it ·is a little unreal t o see lllr.Chep119111Jt 
illustreting Tom 1lerry end Ous117, 1 t · ia g%'8nd t o welcome 
this fin e artist back t o the · fold. 

Evc:cybod,y seems t o agr ee that the Tom Kerry eerlea is 
excellent value in evvr;y- way. These bookB deaert'e greet 
success. Is there BJ\Ythi.ng that each one of us csn do t o 
help th e sal e of the aeries, and s o wke th- pe%118nant? 
It will be rather tregic if the;y fail for lecll: of generel 
supp ort. 

)legnet Titles (contd.) 

"5 11 d&not~s "Substitute". 

916, Billy Banter• a Bolt. 917, Bunter ceuetit. 
916 (s), R.iTSl Oeramen . 919 (s), Schoolbo7a versus Proa. 
920 ( S ) , Fishy• s IDlir~eising Stimt • 921 ( S) , The 
Gre;yfrl~ra Fi~ <'ns. 922 (S), The Bounder's Way. 
923, Br oth er end Pref ec t. 924, The Scapegrace of the 
Third. 925, His Br uther•s Burden. 926, The Ceptein's 
Electi on . 927, The ~/hi p .IIPnd. 926, Ca ptein and Tyrant. 
929, Tho Worst Form et Gre;yfri cra. 930, Tho, Rebels of 
Grc;yfrlers. 931, Loder•s U,st Chenoa . 932 (S), Feeing tho 
world. 933 (S) Fi'.- Greyfriua t o Borstal. 934 (s) Dowli 
Out Bunter. 935 (S) Coker •s Nuw Year's Re s olution. 
936 (S) Queloh;y's Qu«er Adventure. 937 (S) The Pr ofeot•a 
Pl<.t. 936 (s) Thu ID,nd, of "n En01111. 939 (S) BPck to the 
Factor., Agein. 940 ( S) The Hidden Foe . 941 ( S) Dilly 
Bunter's L"6807• 942, The l(rate:cy of the Heed's Stud;r. 
943 (s) A Fuud with the Fourth. 944,(s) Fish'• Debt Col
lectin/.: l,gency . 945 ·, A. Ster of the Circus . 946, Pedrlll o 
st Gre,Tfrian. 947, Th e C1.rcNa Schcolbo7. 946, Righting 8 

Wrong. 949 (S) The T""'J>tstion of Peter HeseldellQ. 
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0IJ> Bars' BOOK CLUB 

Lendon Sec ti on. Cherrz Plece. Wood Green. Kaz 16th. 

;. r eco rd ett endsnce had e v err plaeaant surprise aa 
both Ger a ld C8lllpion, TV's Billy Bunter, and C.H. Cbllpmen 
were in ettendance, thanks t o th e efforts of BobYhlter • 
.i.nother visitor f or the first time wea Jim tho Penmt>n aUea 
Jim Sutcliff of Pitsee, Essex. Geoff rey- Hockley, New 
zealend member, hit on th e appropri ate title when he had 
it celled "The Brothe rh ood of the Hspp;r Hours", es e wond er
ful time ""s had by ell, The TV Dilly Bunt er wss P very I 
popular visit or, b e knows hie "Milgne ts" end c;sv o a very good 
acc ount of his r ec en t t elecas t. He eiened numerous euto
grephs end 'l(SS rether EIIIIBzed st the entbueissm tha t there 
is f or the ol d book s . Beth h e end Mr-. Chepmen c ot •long 
t ogeth"r fin d . Cha irman Len wes in bis best f orm 11nd s o 
""s E. R~ynolds with the cetering end e very fine quiz. 
Bob Dlythe, nut t o be outdone by Bob Whiter • e fine Grey
friars eff ort lest month, produced P vary fine map of the 
Surroundings of St ,Frank• s end gev.. a fin e tall: on the sub
ject. This went down well with th e "Penmen" end th o other 
I,ee supp orters Pnd wee onjo;red by th e rest of th e compeey 
includi ng Roger J enki ns who eft erwPrde gav e e c;ood reeding 
about e Rookwood adven tur e . The quiz devis ed by E. Reynold 
wee won by Dob \"/hi ter, s econd wee C .Usllis , third wee Len 
Pockmsn, Cher li e Wr igh t ,,nd Roge r Jenlc1ns. The ne cecourso 
.l.dventure quiz r es ult ed in Cliff end Dob first , and Ron 
Deec on end Chor li e 1/ri j!ht third. Full of ffOOd hoppenings 
the evening sped t c its cl ose and af t er Mr.Chapman hs d 
answered meey questi ons with int elligen t answers the tima 
came t o wend our vsrioue wey11 home. A fuller rep ort of 
th e hepp;r h ~urs will be given on t he monthly club nOWB 
sh ee t which will be sent t o l'll membore . 
June meeting st 12 Ashburnhl'm Pl ace, Gr eenwich, London, 
S.E.10, on tho 15th . 

UNCLE BE!IJ.uMill . 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - c - - - - - - - - - -

North ern Section 
Meet i1l{j , 2}9 l!Yde Perk Recd , Mey 10th 1 1952 . 

re~s eHr 0 ~i~ atli~ t ! ¥Yst~ it hoiili¥~r s {gt1 ~~~bi~ r'l oii'i;~ ng 
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~n illneaa, oleo t c, Reny Dowler, with us egein otter 11 

C(>!Uliderflble int erni l. There ....,. e 1m11ter of 20 in ell . 

Gen,' Allill on revealed that Cl4 11M been apent 1n 

booa duri.ag the 90Dth, neverthdeaa we bed 11till Clo 1n 

bend . The boob inclllded II complete eet of C .D' a and 

~le , poor Beg 11\adaon'• o<>ll~ion, end theae would be 

r,eileble to -bera . Gerr., 11lao gne II gloWing acoOW1t 

of the London trip. 
Then came Tom li:>ppertob•11 talk, ''The Pirat and the 

Beat", e prov ooati•e title, for it referred to the a ... 
which in the presence ot a maber of Jlll&netiha ae-4 to 

be eald.ng f or it. llevertbele .. , in that confident at)-le 

vf hia be built up II goo d ceae, contending thet St .J im'• 

bed e l arger end b etter ...ariet)- of cb.lu:aotera tbl!n Grey

friars. Uhen Tom cheq>ioned D'J.rc;r I glanced across U 

Vere, tbet doug ht)- defender ot Jlarlr. Linlq and co. Surel3 
en.,ugb th ere wae the light of battle 1n her eyea, end when 

th e dieaw,aion opened aho lot it be lr::nown 1n · no uncertain 

fvshion th atah e"di rl not lilr.e D'Arcy" end waa etill teU 

t u the Ke,!DBt. Others had tbi.nge t o ae;r, s o much 110 thet 

it wee found the tea wae gettillg cold. JJ.together an 

enJo.,eble hour. 
llarl muotirg, Juna ].-4th. Ber.t7 Steblee will gi'l' e hia 

po11tponed telk, "The Sllgll of Deedwood Diok". Old timerS 

ple&11e note. 

KIDL.\IID SlX:TIOll 

Firat :&J.rtbtlcy Par;tx, Tvwnscnd Club . Bind.Dghem. 

.I.. 1;atherint; vf forty, yea, f ort)- welcomed the three 

star gu uets, C. H. CbBpQ3D, C. Maurice Down,and LeoDBrd 

peclalen , OD ...pril 28th . It ..... 8 huge euoceH from 

beginning t o olld . » will be aean f:roa r9p0rta eleewbere, 

there were ewerel tine rep ort• in th o l ucnl pepera, end 

the B.B. C. wea in evidence. In addition, George S-llw 

br<Ju,,ht hie recording unit, with ~e reault tb et 1111 the 

epee ohea were recorded. 
)Ir. Down spoke tint, end then invited qu eationa, an 

ot ter that W11a telam eCfflltltllge of in no uncortein teabion . 

Mr. CbaplllllD ela o bRd a greet 09e ti on, end dev oted moa 

c,f his tim e to II deeo:ripti on of hi• vi eit t o the mae st ro o 
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on th e oc oeei on of the opening of the t elevisi on se ri es. 

Len Peckman, who had elreedy boon bombard ed with 
questi on.a and requ eata t o aee his famoa.a scrap-b ooks, gave 

a moat int eresting account of how he and Bob illyth o had 

f ormed th e London Clu b , of IIIIIJ:\Y thinga that had hap p ened 

eince and tho p ere onali tiea he had met. Ho ele o gav e man;r 
UBeful tipe whic h were cereful],y n ot ed. 

J,leey t oaata wor e drunk, includi.ng one prop oeod by 

Ted Dev oy t o J ec k Corb ett our Chei1'1118ll. Meybe y ou ha d ha d 

e lot of "Mrs . Mi.mbl e 'e Pop", so we forgi ve you fo r gener

oUB].y r ef erring t o Jeck Cor bett e s Fowlder of th e Cl ub , 

be c8\1Be y ou, Ted , wee one of th e twe nty-four who f ound ed 

the Midlan d Secti on 1n Apri l 1951, 
J.. gre nd and memorebl e ovening came t o en end wi th th e 

singing of 1'Uld Leng Syn e . 
The Rev. end Mrs . Pound eg,, in kindly p l eyed. hos t t o 

Mr . Chapman. 
Jie:,:t meeting, June 30th. 

PEl'ER MELLOR, 
Secretary. 

MERSEYSIDE S'EX:TION 4th !Aey, 1952 

Th er e wee en ex c ell en t ett endence e t t hi s meot1.nl( which 

op ened at B p. m. l 
Th e che i.rmen ~eve a bri ef 8Ullllll8ry of ed ct io n progress 

during t h e pe st mont h, Fn d sa i d h e wne s ur e t ho members mus 

f eel gr a tif i ed st t h e he a l thy st~ t o of tho li br ory , to which 

oddi ti ons aro c ons t an t ly beiJle medo . I 
The s ecr et ary t hen r eed t he minutes , and submitted th e 

financiel r eport, whic h wee unani mously epprovo d . Thon t o 

the li ght er si do , in th e fo rm of tw o quiz ze s : an indivi dllfll 

and e t eam quiz, devi s ed by Webst er il:inor ond llej or r osp eoJ 
tiv ely, and th e compacy wor " s oon inv olv ed in s ome hard 

thinking, not unmixed with humor ous esi de e • George Timmi 

wvn t he indivi dual quiz, which pl eas ed evo r,ybody, ea he he a 

bee n v or,y cl os e on previ ous occas i ons . Th o t eem quiz wea I 
won by Jim Welah , Go..,r ge Simps on end Geo . Timmi.na; thi s wee 

e very cl ose vic t ory, ea only one point eopert1t od ea ch t eem. 

Thd oveni ll(l hed b~en so p le~er nt t he t Bll wor o s orry J 
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to e oo it end, whi ch it did with the librezy businees1 
this, incidentel]Jr, wee e record for l oans end r ece ipts. 
Thenke er e due to Bill Horton, our lJ.breri en, f or th e var:, 
efficient jo b he ia doing. JleetiDg close d 10. ,o p .m. 
Noxt meeting: Sundey, 1st June. 

lJJSTfu\LAS!;.il :aru.JICJ{ 

F. C.!;SE, 
Secr e ter:r • . 

The third meeting of th e Auatrel e ei • n brench of the 
O.ll .D.C. wee held on Frid ay, 11th J enuery, e t the Viot orien 
l{ailwe ye Institut e. Cheirmen, Don Wicke, declared the 
meeting op en et 8.30 p . m • 

.l,fter th e minutes of th e s econd m~eting hl'd bee n r ead 
end conf irm ed , th e Secr&tery rose end deliv er ed hie first 
r ep ort. He s t ot ed th et th e Club's p osi tion wes ex trem ely 
satisfac t ory in ell weya. !lot only wee it on a s ound. 

t~..aci~a ~~ ii~t1nt i rn g8m~&mgW~~i3~liF.
8

rly 
ile f or e conclusing he bro~t to th e notic e of members that 
th e p er,;nt body in London proposed t o issu e l•p el bed.ge e 
if sufficient support was forthc oming for th e id ea . Thia 
rep ort wee accepted b;y th e meeting, end the prop osal of tho 
London branch BUpported It was directed that th e Secr et 
sh ould collEIWUcet o this supp ort t o the Secretary of th e 
London br anch end , t th e seme timo express the thsnks of 
th e meeting t o him f or hie article pub lished in th& news 
l ett er . 

Club business having thus bee n concluded, a round tebl 
discussi on was held upon the r esp ective merits of Gr97fri 
end st . J ims. w, usual this result ed in e win f or th e 
f oi'llrer , - bat ----1:t--s-fott~e - npportere --ot'- the-ls -tter 
mi6ht hove made e bett er showing had their l eeder, 
Tom Dobso n, be en present. 

~t the concl usi on of th e deba t e it wee decided thet 
ll8llbers sh oul d each prepare e paper upon their f avourite 
Hamilton chara ct er. Thos e suggested wer e .Mis a Stevena• 
Herry t lhartonJ Tom Wicks, Horac e Coker; Jim lalorl'fllle, 
!llr. Quelch; Tom Dobso n, Tom Jlerry1 end R8c e Methews, 
Dilly Bunter . It m,s also decided that Gordon Kirby eh 

I wri t a th e mLlin erticl o f or th e next i s su e of th o n c..,,.,,, l ett 'f . 
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TIIE HELSON IEE COLUMII 

All collllllUll.ications to Robert Blyth e , 
46 Carl eton Road,Holloway, London,N.7. 

I'm taking a beck s eat this month while an old .hend 
t akes over. 

I£ th er e 's any space left et the end I'll add some 
more titles - if not, I'm afrai d you've had it again until 
next month! 

llY Leonsr d 14. Allen 

The lest few months have pr oduced quit e e lot of 
criticism of our auth or, E.S. D., but most overl ook th e feet 
th at his st ories wer e writt en fo r juv eniles only . i1h1lst 
the authentic sch ool st ories of Richard Bird, Gunby Redeth, 
l{ylt on Cleaver, R.A,H. Goodyear wer e end will always be 111¥ 
fav ourites , I still find th e St.Fr ank's yarns s refreshing 
contrast. I remember 1117' pa le t1nd I f ervently wished thet 
our sch ool would one dey be fl ooded or provide e gient bon
fire. We had e perf ect setting, f or et th e end of Worl d 
rier 1, th e entire est eblishm ent wee moved en bl oc t o en ol d 
country mansi on on th e outskirts of t he city. Compl et aly 
surr ounded by th e E.S. D. hi gh wal l t here were also IJIYSteri
ous cel l ars and s t ebl es but , be st of all , s Tower . N~ed l ees 
t o soy, all th ese wer e th or oueh].i inv esti ga t ed , but our o 
rewards were whackers end impositions. Our ar dour wee th 
somewhat damped and we confined ours elves t o i dentifying 
sch olars and llljlsters with th o St.Frank's cha racters, c om
mencing with e Russi an meet er who was th e most obvi ous 
susp ect es a spy. Indefeti geb l e as we were , however, we 
f ail od to detect any sign of appro aching madness in the 
Hesdmss t er • 

.i.lt hough Brooks hod men;y ori ~ l ide as with hie 
scholars he did introduce sev er al char acter s th at bed cl os e 
res embl ance t o adult wri te r s• cr ea ti ons end th o s t ories 
wor o oone t ho wor s e f or th at. In ~ r ~11ly t o on enquiring 
r eodor he s t oto d th ~t P . G. ~fodehouse, l(i 1or HewFr d , 
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H.G. Welle and Conan 1>0710 wer e his fa vourit e euthore. 
\"/odebouee WNI certei.nl;r responsibl e f <•r Glenth orne, l'bippa 

end Browne, one dooe not require Lee'• deducti'l'e powers t o 

treoe the connection with ,;,coater, 311eT11e and Pemith, or 

the "Lost 'llorld" plote with the other authors. 
'lleldo, btJWner, .,.. f oUDded on feot, etrenge ee it 111a7 

11e-. He "811 eOIIIGllbat tG11tetinly introduced un Dec. 28, 

1918, in the lJ'nion jack, title of the et o r., "Wald o , the 

wonder .1111111". J,s a circae etrong 11811 hie eaaeing p~orm

enoe in the ring wee chell,u,g&d b)-. . e ec11pticel Tinker, who 

ns s oon convinced of tlel do'a powers. Teking to crime he 

,.,,. eucceeeful in eluding ceptltte elthougb E .S. D. eent Lee, 

Bleko and both eeaiatanta on hie trail. The euth or mentio 

in e !o ut-n ote at th e conclusion of th e story that, acc ord

ing t o "The Lancet" ther e wee en ectuel case on reo ord uf e 

men who coul d feel neith er pain, c old nor beet. He would 

hol d e blll'n1n8 match egeinst hi• akin, end then ceNleaa:i;, 

pick off th e chnrred epidanda , with out feel.int: th e el.18ht-

011t pain. Wald o di d not have ~ eno ountere with lfelaon 

te e but, after hie reform a tion, he sent hie eon el ong to 

St.Fr onk '• ee e eoholer. l>lthmigh Stanley Weld o poaaeaaed 

lM!.'IIT of hie f a ther'• emaeing q~litiea h e wee not e conapic 

uoua eucceee end soon fad ed lnt u the background. Old 1118n 

nele o et th e tim e wee full;r occupied etreightening out the 

eff e irs of e c orrupt f ootball clu b , Middletown Rov<,re vie 

Boye' Fri end Librt>r,y ( 2nd) 445 oven going t o t he ext ent of 

ple;ying c entr u- fo rwllrd. Jlost E .S . D. f ena will agr ee t ha t 

t h e V/onder Mon wee th o euth or•e most enduring cher ect er, f o 

t oday he i e s t ill e b est seller with Collins, s l i gh tly 

dilut ed per haps, ea Nurmen Conquest. 
Glanc ing through some copiee of "Pluck" I wee eurpria 

et - th e DWDber of_.._f.~chan>oters featured et v eri oua 

ti.mes. lll elce , Tink er , Geo rg e llsr eden P Ulllll&r, nn ~ 
Huxt on l(Jmer r.nd IDllll1 othore greced ita p egee in additi on t 

abort st or ie s vf Lee end Nipper . Thie now s omewhat n eg lect d 

pa per wee r<rviv ed in 1922 by the .i.m,.1ge meted Pr e sa end aft 

e few wGeks St .Fr ank' e we e int rod uced. The 11tor., woe e 

aeri e l anti tloo "Th " Kidnapped Sch ool" end conc ern ed t he 

Re:nov « es uaue l, ~nd their adv entures when abducted by e 

crimin.el geng f or r ensom . Thi e yarn wee r<>publie hed in th e 

iloy s • "'ri c:i:l Li ~r er J ulove n yeore l at er in ~ <> v olu ~~a,-
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''Th~ Kidnapped Remove" end ''The St, Frenlc' s Castmmys" . 
ue have often been told that authors when in doubt 

wrot e p bPrri ng-out end generally this wes successful , but 
judging by the r ecent ballo t s mor e origin81 stories topp ed 
the poll, I doubt if BlO' school bed more r ebel lions than 
st . Fr ank' s, posei bl 7 th o Governors wer e to blame , they 
certainly had e flai. r f or selecting tyrants and other 
dubious charact ers ee masters, but the most popular se rie s 
during the hey- day of the Lee wes the Esra Qui:r!te effort, 
This wee r epublished in the Schoolba,-s • Own Library end , es 

8 result of populPr demand, Bro oks r e-i ntroduced th e 
cherscte r in the First New Series. These stories, however, 
hPd not the same eppee l end that was th e lset of Ezre Quirke, 
It would be inter esting to l earn r eedors• favour.I.ta St .Frenkti 
serie s1 the top of ~ li st is th e Sta ge series, the lest 
in th e allll'll issu e of th e paper, This r an fro m Numbers 56 
t o 566 end wsa en original plot for a scho ol st ory1 llrooks 

in tr oduced humP.n interest but again pandering to popula r 
d9111l'nd, laid on th e Hsndforth e lit t l e too thick . 

Str81lge policy of th e .Amalgemeted Press, afte r ei ght 
yeers continuous writing of th e Lee etori eo, Edwy Seerlee 
Jlrooks was in t roduced es th e author by neme, alt hough 
seri ele cr edit ed to his pea name, Robert vi. Comrade, had 
already- appeared, 1,. whol e page wee giv en to th e matter 
emphasising B.S. B.•s r cluctrnc e to be exposed. ( sic ) 
Evid.mtly the snnowic cmcnt prov ed popular with r osde re, f or 

8 few weoks leter the auth or's phot ograph "J)peer ed although 
the st ories were still cr edited t o Nippur only . The pub

lishers, however, soon r ectif i ed this and, in due course, 
t his publicity wee further enhenced by the popular "Between 
Ourselves" feature with phot os of e r esdor end th e auth or 
heeding th e col umn each week. One wonders what hos 
happened t o these subscribers, rer oly is th o curtain lifted 
by finding e femiliar name . 

2nd NeTt Series 
No,71, ll1gh Jinks et St . Frenke. 72, St.Frank's et th e 
Derby . n, Rende off t ho Heed. 74, Heney•s Mid.night 
c aptur e . 75, St.Fr r nk•s under Cenvee . 76, Tho Open ilr 
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Heroes. 77, Peril Camp. 78, His )fajest:, of the R..move. 
79, The Kidnapped XiJlg. 80, The Dsndits of Ceronie. 
81, Th& Kountain Tyrant. 82, Prisoners of the Pees. 
83, Through the Enemies• Linea. 114, For LePgue end Cup. 
85, The Spoil-eport of St. Prank's. 86, Th e "Live-wire" 
R<tbe la . 87, Th e Dattle of St . Frenlc'a. 88, The Wrong 
Kr. Wright. 09, The Dl eck Rend et St. Prank• a. 
90,. Hendforth'e Good D.,ed . 91, The Riddle of th e s.,...en 
Sters. · 92, The Curse of Oare. 93, Th e Keneced Sch oo l bo.,. 
94, Hendt orth th e Gu;,. 95, St. Frank's in Dh grsoe . 
96, Pep f or t he Scinta. 97, The Schoolboy Racketeer. 
98, The , ibispering Peril . 99, The Castle o f Terror. 
100, Th e Woll of Doom. 101, The MBn in Dl ,.ck . 102, The 
House of Secre t s . 103 , The JC,eter,' of ~e Smugglers• Ct>v<~ 
104, Th e Return of Prof. Zinen,vo. 105, Th e Captives of 
Cr <'g House. lo6, The lion.et er of )(opt Holl ow. 107, Th e 
st. Frank's Fortune Hunters. 108 , Pirete a• Tr 9" sur e . 
109, Foo l ed by St. Frsnk•s. 110, The :t(ysteey New Doy. 

For those of you wbo haTe n eve r seen 
famous No .l, l e t a lon e r ead it, J eck Cook 
bes ob liged with e synops is uf the pl ot . 
next mont h. 

Lett er ~ox (continu ed fr om p.184) 
(Mr. \"lebst &r 1a le tt er continued) 

e copy of th e 
of Newcestle 

It will sppe er 

Th e r omarks attributed t o Mr..V/eb s t er er e really the 
cc,mments of Miss Ednt' Mervyn, on e of dUr l ady members. 

Fin a lly , t he re is no suggesti on of op ening e Dr ench st 
J4ench oster. I only of f er ed en in vita ti on t o any " old •boys" 
livi fl(; in that ar ea t o j oin us . 

Yours SU10er e ly, D. D. WEBS'rER 
(N~t e:. This hes no conn eoti on with th e i n tervi ew referred 
t~ my ed i t ori el chat l e.at mont h end this.- H.L.) 

Are yo11r Stiba ·. paid tip-t o-date ? 
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!:o..U.l.t:i.2..2..?: 
Frank Richards Agr ee s with Welter ~/ebb 

April 7th, 1952. 
Deor Herb ert Leck enby, 

.ME,ey thanks for the ..;pril C.D. I BIii T&ry 1ntere9hd 
in y our remarks "from the edit orial chair" on tha subject 
of B .B. on TV. , end I hev e no doubt thBt you ere r18ht. 

But are you quite on the mark with regard to the 
ori81,nsl Jll>gnet artist? )zy' impression elweya wes the &IIJII& 

es Chappn 1 s, th a t Arthur Cl erke was the m.en. 
The TV. Bunter aeries is vver, end on the whol ., , I 

think that vi ewers shoul d be sa tisfi ed. The TV moo.ium is 
so utterlY diff erent from writing, thBt on e cs miot r ee s on.eb 
exp ect it t o produce th e same eff ect: en d it wee much 
n "erer thl'n I c ould hav e exp ected . .c.nd sure iy Gera l C: Ce'"" ' 
pien wee en exc e llent Bunt er. I wea s impiy em.ez~-d t o s ee 
b ow • ell he di d it . How popul er th e se ri e s was, the Sunday 
Cbr<.,nicle hes left in no doubt. 

I liked very much Welter Webb's remarks on pege 124, 
end agr ee whole--0earted1Y . Th e st ag-hunt er is, t o 1113' mind, 
precieeiy on e moreJ. lev el with th e miserabl e hooligan who 
tonnente e est or a sparrow or ~ butterfly : indulging tho 
same eevege instinct to hurt end fr ig hten def ence l ess 
cr ea tur es. I wes var:, g l ed t o e ee this in t h e C .D. - eve n 
e "still small voic e" is somet hing, on th e s i de of th o engo l 

~/ith kin dest r ege r ds , 
J.J.weys yours sin ce r ely , 

FRl.NK RICHARDS . 

(Not e. - Bu.:.;·h -rr. Fenn ell, who was close iy ese oci ete d with 
F le etwey Hous e et the tim e , confirms thet t o Hutton McClere 
goe s th e distinction of first dr awing Bunter . He s oon, 
howev er, gav e YmY t o .Ii.. H. Clark e . - H. L.) 

*** 
It is re gretted that the pQblic a tion of the 

aboV13 letter has been delayed so long. H.L . 
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Here 'e another Nllllle :for your List: 

Dee r Herbert Leckenby, 
April 24th , 195 2 , 

Thenk you for your letter, Yes, th e result of the 

Sunday Chronicle "quiz" wee ext r emely int eresting. I r ethe 

expected e mej ority, but 94 per cent wee really e surprise. 

But th e feet is t ha t , in spit e of a few little un,,v oidebl e 

dr ewbecke, it wss e very good serie s . 
I neerl,r miss ed th e review in J ohn o 1 Lon.don , but 

luckily Cliv e Fenn sew it end sent it al ong . I f ound it 

I very pl ePsent r eeding. Did you eeo th e on e in the Spect11t or? 

No, I hove n l3Ver even heard of "Rolend Rodwey'': s o fa 

PS I r emember . Dut th e f eet is that I n ever l ooked s t th e 

''Vanguard " outsi de lil/f own numbers . It is ba rely pos sibl e 

t ha t t he ru,me lllllY hev " b oon put on s omething I wrot e , P S 

B.J. D. beds f an cy, I t hink, f or r v ariety of l'll'.lllee: but 

if s o , I nev er h eard of it. Certeinly I wrot e o. tr omen.dous 

amount f er Treppe end Holmes ebout the turn of the century: 

doz ens of s eri a ls, e t l et-st e thousend short stories, end 

"l ong complet e" st ori es nthout number. I renomber one 

s eri Pl of endl ess l ength c ell ed the "Heart of !.!rice" , 

written under th e p en-<181:18 of "Robert St anley", f ollowed b)' 

e e equ el of equel l ength cellod "India's Pe ril " . But t h ere 

wer o l ot s end l ots • 'Jh e t is qui t o emazin;; to romember is 

t he t up t o fi fty y ~e rs ego th es e wer e wri t ten nth th e pen: 

th ough U<Allington h ed como to sta y bof oro tho Ve.D!,,ua rd 

hepp en ed . 

Deor Edit or, 

'J itb kin d r ega rds, 
. J.weye y ours sinc er " ly, 

FRaNK it IC!LlRDS. 

llisund er ete nding e 

I sh ould b e ob l ig ed if y ou would, thr ough th e medium 

of t ho C .D., c orr ect eev erPl err oneous impressions wlrl.ch 

~

ee ro d in the "News Chroni cle" of 4th 1.pr il last. 

The art i c l e g t.ve th e number of b ooks in our "c ollection" 

t h e f entostic fi.,uro of 7,500 (I only wish it wero s o l) I 
ere ee th e c orrect stat ement s houl d re ed "e avorel hundred" , 

Contd . on l 'a .;e 1a, ! 
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WANTED: Boye of England Re-issue 1906. E. V .Hughes, 
laughing Waters, Pagham Beach, Bognor Regis. 

ANSWERS: Peareons Weekly, Tit-Bite, Ideas, Lon
don Opinion, London Mail, John BUU, etc. etc . 
Mint condition, From 19LO on . Preserved by secret 
prooeee. 5/- per doz, assorted. Poet Free. From 

C.E.P'.Vennimore, 25 Byron Avenue, I/eat Hounslow, 
Middlesex. Owner of No.l Magnet, Gem, Greyfriare 
Herald, etc. Aleo 150 No.l's of periodicals from 
1908 onwards. Not for Sale, Collection c onsists 
of 30,000 periodicals . 

GIRLS ClilN PAPER in the finest condition. Bound 
vollllllSB for the years 1884, 1886, 1897, 1890. 
lhat offers? Also Boys Own Pa pe r 1915, 1916, 
1917, 1918 . Loose oopies in first class condition 
5/- volW!19. Post Free. Frank A.Willison, 6 Mere
dith Street, Cradl ey Heath, Staffs. 

!£LL. 4 .Milbank Crescent, Darlington, offers 
Brooke S.O.L's, "Boys will be Boye", Richards 
"Auto-biography", for "Magnets" or cash . 

LATE NEWS: 

Refe r ence Fr ank Richards l ott e r on Pa ge 185-

th e re will be more about Robe r t St anl ey in next 

issue. 
Midland Sec tion O.B. B.C; E .J .Dav e y, 36 Bourton 

Road, Olton, Birmingham 27, i s now Se cretary. 

AB extra apace has had to bo devot e d to Club 

activities, thi s number h as been enlar ged to 
36 pages in order to g ive other matters their 
fair quota. There certainl,y will be a dead loss 
on the issue, so if I have to file my pe t ition 
you'll know the re a son why ! ! H,L. 



Edited by H. IJ.Bond . 10 En-r \Ven.Rhi17bina . C8 rdiff . S. \'lales . 

The Round Table . 

So our favourite chnracter bas broken in the new entertainment medil.1111 Looking throue}t the tel&v ision progrOimaes the other ....,elc I -s very surprised ·~ 
see the n,ane • Sexton make' and , for a ai n ute , I thought I , .n s • seeing th ings • • But no, the name vn s there , and 
even thoue}t the progrnmmes oonsistod of a pre-war film , it =ked another milestone in the career of Th e i.:an from 
!lake r Street" • Stories, stage plays , films , r adio pl :iys · and no,, tolevision l It is a pity thnt Bl.ate tttsn 't given t he BOCle chance as Bill y Bunt or for ther o is nmplo aco o thasc dny..--n:mr-'I-fe-e-:i----that a good~ <N sio n play 
mi(lht SP dom ,voll . HomJ\'er th o showing of the old film "Soxton ;JJ.aJco a nd tho Hoodod Terror• mie}tt be j ust o. sto.rt 
and it is to be hoped that sanoono 17111 ohow somo kind of initintive and J')res ent a new and spocinll y prepared vision progn,cme ono or those days. As n mo.ttor of t a ct r ho.ve o.lmys shuddored <lt tho "Hooded Terror" part of th at f':l.lzu t i tlo . As you know it ?BB oc t ~lly o.n odopta ti on ot the Pierro Quiroul4'0ranito Grant st ory ''Tho Liystary of 1100 1 3 
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:~~~.:'.'._.~~~-~~~-~~~~-=:~: I 
cav oreham Squnro" nnd if this titlo had b oon use d it might 
hnvo t a,iptod mor o pooplo to gi.vo it somo ... ttontion . As it 
r.<10, and ..till i s, tho s en lll!t i onul titlo used makes i t 
90und do.finitely "penny dr oad.ful" typo. But I Olli m nder-
ing .from th c point, This .films m~ tho <Jt:,rt of nl.ako' s 
tolOV'i s i on cnr oer, or I hope th a t i s·,m nt it is, Without 
dolny we sho ul d urg o th o n.:i.c. to do a so ri co of Bl.alee 
progrrmn os , Onco ag:u.n n united o.f.fort is noco oon ry and 
if th ey roc oi v o enough l ettor o on th e auhjoc t it might 
bring r o 3Ul ts, 

Correapondonc o luio b oon very liGt>t this month , I 
aupposo th e good ·.:onthor hua a lo t to do ,·li th it , but 
nov crthclos o I liko t o think th..~t Bluko f:tns still oh::m 
somo intoro,rl; in th e hobby. iio ,·, n bollt it? I sti ll 
am l oo!:in g tor no,·, crtio l oo and ,iil l ·,cl come than long 
or che rt, 

l!o nous o.f tho S,B , Circle a t th o timo of ·,r i ting. 
I undarstand that some oort o .f mod i ng hos been he l d but 
I have had no diroct int onnat ion so ..i.11 hcive to hold 
ovor "llY r OOUlrk s until next month , 

CJ,oorio fo r now. 

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. -. -. -. -. -. -.-
cOL!IllG NEXT ;1Q;m11-

''TALJ:D!G OF BLA!ill" - Discovery of t heS .B,L , 

by Graham Davies , 

5exion Bl;.ko Librnry rovi o,.1s, • • • • • • • 
Somo ,ihile a s, '7 0 f oaturep month ly revi o,-,o o.f the now 

S. B,L• by Gerry Allison, Since t hes e ,.,..ro di ocontinu od I 
hnvo ha d quite a to w lottoro onying "t honk go odno,o" an d 
"Ple n oe continue -thsn ", The .find d ec io i on r olJta on 
rou th o roodor, Ple ao uoo v oting ~lip on another pag e, 

n.u. B. 
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(TH;;: 0'UNIO!I JACK" Kr IT 'S PEAK.) 

A n ov arti clo !'rom t ho pon of our go.od !'ri end and oditor 
Horbert Lockmby. 

---------------------------------------------------------A co nth or tw aSP I ha d soc othing to ony a bout tho u.J. at it ' s rorat (in r:ry opinio n). Nou to a plonsantor 
t.."lsk, t o rovi ow i t ,·mon I think it ro a dioc;! tho hcighto. 

Thoro wro sovoral good por:io ds. "uo t be f or e tho 
firat ,·,<>rld 'Cl"'..r for instnn c o, dlon many of tho "cho r a ct or s 
"10 rror o to bocomo famous woro taking tho stago . Yvonn e, 
WU Ling, C:1rl c,c , Kot1, lluxt on Rymer, to namo a t ou. '<'hon 
thoro ,:toro tho da ys d1 on tal o o ot th o Conf edora ti on, tho 
mil#ltiost of nll tho eriminnl or a,,.ni ootions, ,roro npp<n r' .... 1 
froquontly . Ln t or como tho t imo ,·,hon it Yltl9 doeidod to 
nubl ish tho nomosof tho a uthor s , r ound about th o mi d dlo of 
th o 1300' •• From thon on until n O('.r tho and w:oc tho b e st 
ti.Mo of all. 

It ,-.:is not only that th o a tori o• thamsolvos ,,ore, 
in tho main , ucollont; kn ouin g tho a, th or s nddo d spic• 
to th o moal . iJorovor , th o "Round Ta blo" npp a-r od V OrJ' 
froq uently. Ahl \llnt a dolightful f oat uro tl t.'\t <nu ('C 
kno w ho" discppoi nted I uso d t~ b o tf.lCl'l it ,-nc ooit t od) 
:jto r o eontrovorsy rngod :'\bout tho merits, or oth crm.so , of 
th o a uthors :ind th o storios~ 

Yos , tho U.J. at th ~.t period had a r onl onorgatic 
and ontorpri sing oditor , and ho mad• th o P<',po r l i v ol.ior 
and oor o i ntil!l:lte thon it had over boon. But won ho 
aho•:rod ho didn' t kno w ovorything a bout tho rool hi otocy
of Soxton DJ.,-Joe,-fo- r-he,~hors-b oi'orir ~ o 
llo. 2 of tho old fd series ao tho f'ir..t ilJ.oko story wor, 
,'!hon, o f courso, as 'JO h nvo rav onlo d, it ,,,-.,m•t ""• I 
eon 't rosust sl ipp ing t h.."lt in. 

Ho1"W8r, to tho a uthors and tho s tori os of tha t ponk 
poriod; l7ith such a br illiant bond o f aut hors m-itin g 
tro quontly i t could not bo other thnn gpod. Teod, he of 
tho cl::: as:l.c stylo~ noba-t Uurrey, uho eould hold your 
att ontio n frcm firs t m rd to b..t . Gr,yn l:.'vnna, t hot 



u.J. nt it's Po;,/< (contd). 
skilful w<><:vor of funt n 3tio plotu ; Al :, a they l i v ed at 

t ho pc,:o of thoir plota. It •,n s a CJ ll oag o ,l 10 suid of 
than ''Thoy loved lifo , thoy uoro Boha?lian s, th oro ,-,oro 
til:loo ,A1en thoy hnd no r.ionoy or no f Jo d; cnd thoy di od 
bof'oro thoir timo 11• . 

Thoro wor e othors , Anthony Sr.mo, ,mo hcvo uo Zenith 
t ha t atrcng o ch nr actor cr ook who g,inc d ono' s sympa thy. 
Lc,zis J nck s m, cro ntor of Loon Kestrol . Edny Soc.rlos 
Brooks , knonn p cr son:i lly to r:n t:\Y of us; nox Her dinge~ 
Gilbert Chest or, c. Ual colm Hincks a nd u.,; 1y more . 

Of th e s tori os on o thinka in:rtcntly o f tho Dix •:hlch 
f'orood tho 1'tr!lt'!11 sorios . 'Ibey \70 ro t ho result o,r one 
of tho 1:1ost novol ido o.s in fi ct ion . Six authors wcro 
g:i.von n sk aloton p l ot ; a ia..~n , ono Al:t'rod Proud, ,1ns f ~und 
doad on a trco e nd in his po:Jso asion noro n otrnngol y 
v: :riod collection of artic l oe . These hnd to bo uccountod 
for pl:,usibl y nnd t he a uth ors, it tho finish , ha d to 
r c~ch tho roo e dostimtion. Tho six authors choson ,;er o 
G.H. Teod, Robert "'ur r ny, Gilb ert Ch coto r, Anthony S!,ono 
a,.-,yn Evans and Don::ld stunrt. Rob ert l.lurray , ho ,·.ovo r, 
,w-.s tnkon ill an d Bdm y Se_~ le s Brooks \"llls br ouf#l t in nt 
tho lust aoomt as told by Bob DJ.yth e in o ur .April iasuo . 

I;:1ch a uthor, ,i1 ilat stick i ng to th o rulo s l :sid 
dot.'11, uor k cd out :in ont i r uly diff e rent route ::,Jld it , ,ns 
ro d ly fn s cin c.ting ond uo ird to rc:-d th o st ori e s ono by 
ono to find one se lf gr c,dunlly nr rtn.ng c.t th o StlTJO t orllli.nus . 

Anoth e r cuto id<><.'1 conc erned 1~ sc r icl "Tho Noxt Uov o 0 

J-Ioro f ll.•..>ur .:tuthors qr oto a n insto.lcon t in turn . Ye s, thore 
·:10.s n r o:11 livo rd.r o cont r olling tho doat i niocr of tho U. J . 
at -tha -t.- tiLlo. -~ondo.r llaxn d: rho he....x.rn. 

out:Jtandin g uaong tho crtorios of th :,t h..oPPY period 
\/Oro , of courso, tho bizo.rro Chri crtao.s sto ri es by Gt·Jj11 
r;vnn 8 • They h c,vo boon pr :, isod dosorvodly <lll"Y tiDo s by 
r:ry coll> ".gc of thb se ctio n, so I ui ll l c..wo i t c.t thnt , 
oxcout to sn.y ttr .t th oro v10.s om CJ,risto a s dton a strango 
·:rot ~ th e m;ory . It "o ul d be unfr.i r to sc.y i t ,r. s a p oo 
soc. sorn bloyr,.rn , but oh~ Hou ·.-.ro ui3 :::od th o in:iJ.1it nblo 0.-;yn. 

T·.1 0 oth er sorios this sto1-n y p etr ol froo cfulo s • 
y,r ot o ,.:or o 1t<1j 1o i;m ~lea ~lor o Dco.d " ::,.1d ·'Th o Lo...:.Ct,O 0£ tho 



u.J . o,t it', Pou <contd} 

Onion J.Icn•,; storioe only bo couldbavo ,;ritton :ind got u,-.uy 
rtith . Thoro =e nlso ''Miss Donth", but possibly sbo 
appoorod just betoro tho autho r s \'/Oro ntm1od. I am =tti.n 
e11t1rely frot> t1ot>01T• For th ::it ronsoa I = nat qui.to sure 
it thoso storlos uritton nround gangstore ( ri.tl ch t1oro nil 
tho rae,, inotbor quart ors) llP!? ccrod u.ith tho authors nnmoe 
::ittnchod to tbom. It so th<U rtoro n blot on th,t por:lod 
I m prr'.ising. '.l.'hf' r1oro not in tho llJ.nJco tr::idition. 

Goorge Hnniltcn Tood ~ • ouoh to t.'io toro in tho 
period under roviow, ao it \11l S bound to hnvo it• s hisJi
lil'tlts~ Ho introduood Roxcne lur fiold, tu1ybo n ro-incnr-
mtion ot Yvonne Cc.rtior. •Soquols" nro snid to bo s olda:, 
,,.,tiefnctor:,, but thooo of n no\1 gonor ntion found thoo na 
t,,. scinating ns th oir el.dare hnd hor prodocossor. 

On the othor hand those old onousJi to rccccbor t!w 
orig:l.nnl Contodorntion ;ynms found tho reprinta sacom:,.t 

• i disop ;,oi nti.ng. Tho rnis :Ing eoa:ied to be clono in " hop
hnzt\rd sort of tn sbion. Unld.ng tho ,:4@Jlty orp isatiola 
ot aril-doors n ooro ehaov ot it'• torcor self . still, 
oven thw, °" nnyono mo bnd not r on d tho or:llgl.nal•, tbe 
storios nore l!Pod~ 

And thoro =• one othor, npc,.rt iron tho authors w'lo 
holpod to ooh t hat pariod outstanding. · Tho.t brilliant 
artist 1.'rio R~ Parker. He ondo oo.ny of ti. covors rocl.ly 
striking. 

Yos, to co, tho old U.J. c.t that tine m s ut it' s 
zoni th. But apparent ly tho peoplo nt tho hnlti did not 
think so, for soon tho old f'lng rhich had flam at tho =irt 

n• .n s o o n m . s p ao • 
wo gat tho "Doteotive Weakly"• Instond ot tho striking 
coloured c:ovare '179 got n poroancnt bilious looking yoll o-a. 
Truo, soraral ot tho nuthors und Eric R~ Pnrlter cnrriod on, 
bit saceh ov tho spirit of tho donr old Unicn ·J a ck did not 
live on~ 'l'flt, in it's nn tore they evm avictod Sexton 
ll.llke for n t:lmo~ Surely the editor <>ho used to coot us 
nt tho Roud Tnble \ICe not ruponsibl• for thnt. 
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ghnpter EyC)lon, 

This sto cy, expl<linocl HD.Ililton .:dn 1rd s , "hn a b oon 
,ritte11 tr.I.th "11 th o sl:ill at l!r. llax-.,ol! Scott• s _corltlruld , 
to sh0\7 tho grnvo do.ngor att endin1, t ho invant io n o:f n pm
foct plying oach ine in th o ha nds of nn unscrupul ou s 
sc oundr ol "• Of such t ypo ,,n e John H"'1sal l . Arrost od by 
Nelson L9e, nocu socl, triod nnd f ound guilty of eto nlin g 
th o pl c.ns of n nou gun ,mich the -:.-.r Ofi'i co ms about t o 
introduc o and sel l in g th or., to th o C.,r uan O>vc r m mt, Ho.nsol 
,r.s s ont to pris ion . Tho shock of his convict ion n s n 
t rni tor to hi s country k-ill od bot h his a god Uoth or nnd tho 
girl to uh oc ho .n e ongi,.god to = rry• Af'tor f our :,oo.rs 
m:,risonnent ho ,ms gr antod n :froo pcrdo n d 1on tho roal 
culprit conf os sod an d then connitt od suicide. Grnntocl 
·v.,o hundred p ound s coop on mtion Hansel l w m>d n terrible 
r ,ovonso on tho Govarmcrrt uhich h nd nrockod hio lifo, nnd 
on Nel son Lee -nho had boon th o ro nns of sending hii:i to 
prison. To t)l o n:rtion t"lhich hn d nllo l70d th os o things to 
bo do• to hin Hnneoll ll"lJOX'o rc,y on1,o by roducin g public 
buildings t o dking rw.n• o.nd ostn bli shing n r oiSJl of 
torror in Brit o.in hithorto unkno ,"lll. Roynlty, poor•, 
eou:io ncr--to m rds nll h o w uld sbo".7 no ocreyl Sl.x 
oonths in South Aooricn S11t1 J ohn Hnns~ n rich =• Ho 
retumocl to l!:ngl r .nd n nd nn do tho ncqunintnnco of n Y,t>Wlg 
invOtTtor notio:I Blythe, " "' hnd just built nn norop l nno. 
Sooing in this, e n instr1.1:1ont by \ mich he could ob-tnin 
tho ravonge ho had 8"0rn, Hnns ell shot Blyth o nnd stole 

t 

f 

' 

U.1. 8 ..,._,u ,- ·...--sextcn-Hl.-nlr-O-und-'l'~rriv-ed-on -' t h __ __ ie- - -" 
acsie in rollJ)OJlee "to n requost :free Blytho to vis i t bin, 
""" tho on dlino tnko off but \7oro holploes to stop it. 
Boforo ho diod Blythe told Blnko of Hnneoll'• int ent ion• 
nnd tho Bnka- Stroot d.teotiTo decided · th ·c-o and tbe11 to 
mm Noleon Lee ·of his dnngl!ll'o Loe, 11>Dothi n3 of nn in-
vontor, too, hn d jullt finish ed pcrfocting n ·~ :flying 
roch ino uhioh ho had n::lDod tho Godf'ly. Kno",dhg thnt Loo 
intmdod to vioit st. Hi ni:in 11, nt ulti.cb och ool his nssi at• 
nnt Nippo r ,ns n pupil, Blnko docid od to g o th<ro . 

Cbnptor 12 l'.lill nppcn r noxt oonth ~ 


